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Judge E. Curtissa R. Cofield Is Champion for Children Co-Recipient
Village Award Winners Advocate Change Through Brain Power and Love

She may mix instructions with hugs and empathy, but there’s no mistaking what Superior Court Judge E. 

Curtissa R. Cofield means when she faces young truants in her truancy court sessions at Quirk Middle 

School. “I want you to be the champion of your life,” she tells them.

For her compassion and innovation Judge Cofield will receive the Champions for Children award from the 

Village for Families and Children at a Nov. 13 recognition ceremony at the Village’s 1680 Albany Avenue 

campus in Hartford, Conn. Judge Cofield will share the award with her husband, Superior Court Judge Gary 

James White. Galo A. Rodriguez, president and CEO, announced the 2007 recipients on October 23. The 

ceremony is at 5:30 p.m.

 “Both these judges have made a commitment to bring about change in the community not through 

punishment but through brain power and love,” said Dr. Rodriguez. The annual award has been given since 

2001 to single out community leaders whose advocacy makes a difference in the lives of troubled young 

people, he said. 

The Village for Families and Children is a 200 year old social service agency whose founders pioneered the 

care of abused and neglected children. Today the Village assists more than 5,700 Hartford-area children and 

their families through adoption and foster care programs, outpatient and residential health services, and 

community support services. Village caseworkers help to staff the truancy court program.

Others to be recognized at the ceremony are the 24 Village corporators and the Village Auxiliary volunteers 

who operate the three Second Chance shops. Corporators are considered “ambassadors” for the Village. The 

Auxiliary shops, located in Glastonbury, Simsbury and Suffield, have raised more than $1 million to benefit the 

Village in their 50-year history. Their revenue increased 14% in the past fiscal year.
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Photo of Judge Cofield is available.


